of from 150 to 200 tons burden, dxiring spring tides, Within
the fort are the barracks for tho European invalid soldiers, the
arsenal, the officers' quarters, and various public buildings. Im-
mediately outside the fort gate, and in an. open #pace, near which the
pettah commences, is the garrison and European Veteran Company
hospital, an upstair building, which is in every respect well adapted
for the accommodation of the sick.
Beyond tho town to the north, are the lines of the Native regi-
ments, and farther on is the suburb of Waltair, extending about
three miles along the coast. In this direction most of the military
officers including the General commanding the division, and Staff,
and all the Civil officers of the station, reside.
The Parade ground, on tho right of tho sepoys' lilies, is a square
piece of ground, on one side of which are tho barracks, and Native
hospital. It is bounded on tho south by the swamp before mentioned,
about nine miles in circumference, which from having a free com-
munication with the sea, is inundated every tide, thereby preventing
offensive effluvia to any great extent. On the north side it is bound-
ed by extensive mango and plantain gardens, in rear of the barracks
and hospital, which are considered unhealthy, from the foliage being
so thick as to obstruct the free circulation of air; tho east side is partly
bounded by the road leading to the town, and partly by a large tank,
which contains water throughout the year. On the west is tho village
of UUipooram, the dhobics' washing ground, and tho principal burning
ground, or that used by tho Natives for the purpose of cremation.
The jail, first occupied as such in 1832, was formerly a Dutch Fac-
tory, it is situated within tho fort in a very confined site* In 1830
an upper story was added for the accommodation of tho court, and the
ground floor is now used exclusively as the jail.
The Native town, (Vizagapatam proper) immediately adjoins the
fort on its north and west sides, It contains many good streets,
and numca&us well built houses; but is much crowded, as the space
on which it stands is shut in by a range of sand hills between it and
the sea on the one side, and an extensive swamp on tho other.
The soil in the immediate vicinity of the station, on the higher
ground, is barren, and principally composed of a reddish gravel, with
here and there large slabs of a very hard description of grey granite,
but in lower situations, it is it rich and productive loam,